of pain-killing drugs. In the 1870s, the debate was primarily philosophical rather than medical. Nevertheless, the discussion drew on technological advances such as chloroform; ideas about a person's comparative worth; the fashion for social Darwinism; and palliative care. Similarly in the early 1900s, Kemp links proposals for euthanasia to the contemporary vogue for eugenics-though he is always cautious about the exact relationship between the two.
One of the strong points of the book is that it fills in the "missing link", and explores discussions of mercy killing in the period Kemp summarizes some of these themes in the conclusion-the problematic nature of the term; the link between cancer and euthanasia; and the relationship with eugenics-but also provides an overview of debates from the late 1960s to the present day, looking at religious attitudes, the legal position, and medical practice. What emerges is that, despite occasional prosecutions, hastening the death of the patient has become increasingly common (p. 221).
Overall, this is a thoughtful, fluently written, and convincingly-argued book that combines careful research with a brisk pace. 
